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Tel Aviv University

8UL�5XELQ��RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VLJQLFDQW�DQG�SLRQHHULQJ�VFKRODUV�RI�,VODP�RI�
RXU�WLPHV��SDVVHG�DZD\�RQ�2FWREHU����LQ�KLV�7HO�$YLY�KRPH�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�
VHYHQW\�VHYHQ��१H�GHDWK�RI�VXFK�D�KXPEOH�DQG�EULOOLDQW�VFKRODU�ZLOO�OHDYH�
D�VLJQLFDQW�PDUN�RQ�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�NQHZ�KLP�HLWKHU�SHUVRQDOO\�RU�SURIHV�
VLRQDOO\��

Rubin became interested in the Arabic language and the world of Islam 
DV�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQW��+H�FRQWLQXHG�WR�SXUVXH�WKLV� LQWHUHVW�GXULQJ�KLV�
VWXGLHV�DW�7HO�$YLY�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�KH�ZHQW�RQ�WR�FRPSOHWH�DOO�RI�KLV�DFD�
GHPLF�VWXGLHV�DQG�UHVHDUFK�DFWLYLWLHV��,QLWLDOO\��5XELQ�VWXGLHG�WRZDUGV�D�%$�
LQ�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�6WXGLHV�DQG�%LEOLFDO�6WXGLHV��१H�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�KLV�XQGHU�
graduate degree coincided with the establishment of the Department of Ar�
DELF�6WXGLHV�RI�7HO�$YLY�8QLYHUVLW\��5XELQ�WKHQ�HPEDUNHG�XSRQ�D�VHFRQG�%$�
LQ�WKLV�GHSDUWPHQW��ZKHUH�KH�FRQWLQXHG�XS�XQWLO�KLV�GRFWRUDWH�DQG�EH\RQG��
+LV�GRFWRUDO�ZRUN��ZKLFK�KH�FRPSOHWHG�PDJQD�FXP�ODXGH under the super�
YLVLRQ�RI�3URI��0��-��.LVWHU��DGGUHVVHG�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�JXUH�RI�0XԆDPPDG�LQ�
HDUO\�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ��5XELQ۟V�UVW�SDSHU��ZKLFK�FRQFHUQHG�WKH�V\PEROLVP�
RI�OLJKW�LQ�WKH�JXUH�RI�WKH�SURSKHW�0XԆDPPDG��ZDV�EDVHG�RQ�D�FKDSWHU�RI�
KLV�GRFWRUDWH� 1

1HDU�WKH�HQG�RI�KLV�GRFWRUDWH��5XELQ�EHJDQ�WR�WHDFK�LQ�WKH�$UDELF�6WXGLHV�
GHSDUWPHQW�DW�7HO�$YLY�8QLYHUVLW\��+H�ODWHU�VHUYHG�DV�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�FKDLU�
IRU�WKUHH�WHUPV��GXULQJ�ZKLFK�KH�SOD\HG�D�FULWLFDO�UROH�LQ�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW۟V�
IRUPDWLRQ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW��,Q�������5XELQ�UHWLUHG�IURP�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�DV�D�
full professor yet continued engaging in research and teaching at Tel Aviv 
8QLYHUVLW\�XQWLO�KLV�SDVVLQJ��+LV�FRQWLQXHG�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�LV�
WHVWDPHQW�WR�KLV�XQVWLQWLQJ�GHGLFDWLRQ�DQG�GHYRWLRQ��

१URXJKRXW�KLV�UHVHDUFK�FDUHHU��5XELQ�SXEOLVKHG�QXPHURXV�ERRNV�DQG�
DUWLFOHV��+H�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�DGYLVRU\�FRPPLग़HH�RI�WKH�(QF\FORSDHGLD�
RI�WKHࡒ�UɳÃQ and wrote dozens of entries for it as well as for the second and 

یۢ�� 3UH�([LVWHQFH�DQG�/LJKWۚ$VSHFWV�RI�WKH�&RQFHSW�RI�1ĭU�0XԆDPPDG�ۣ b,VUDHO�2UL-
HQWDO�6WXGLHVb�b����������ۙ����
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third editions of the (QF\FORSDHGLD�RI�,VODP��WKH�(QF\FORSDHGLD�+HEUDLFD��DQG�
DGGLWLRQDO�HQF\FORSHGLDV��5XELQ�DOVR�SXEOLVKHG�D�QHZ�+HEUHZ�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�
WKH�०UʀÃQ��ZKLFK�RQFH�DJDLQ�XQGHUOLQHG�KLV�HVVHQWLDO�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�
VWXG\�RI�,VODP��

8UL�5XELQ۟V�ZRUN�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKH�०UʀÃQ�DQG�LWV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�
WKH�HDUO\�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ�LQ�JHQHUDO��2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��KH�WROG�KLV�FORVH�VWX�
dents that his sojourn at the Department of Biblical Studies had contributed 
VLJQLFDQWO\�WR�KLV�VWXG\�of thH�०UʀÃQ��१H�DLP�RI�5XELQ۟V�VFKRODUVKLS��DV�
HPERGLHG�E\�KLV�DUWLFOHV�DQG�ERRNV��ZDV�WR�UHYHDO�0XVOLP�YLHZV�RQ�WKH�HDUO\�
,VODPLF�SDVW�DQG�RQ�0XVOLP�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�FXOWXUH�DV�UHHFWHG�LQ�HDUO\�,VODPLF�
VRXUFHV��5XELQ�GLG�QRW�DLP�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�ۢKLVWRU\ۣ�DQG�ۢOHJHQGۣ�
EXW� UDWKHU� EHWZHHQ�YDULRXV� OD\HUV� RI� WUDGLWLRQ� DQG�EHWZHHQ� WKH�GLਫ਼HUHQW�
SHUVSHFWLYHV�DQG�EHOLHIV� WKDW�JHQHUDWHG� WKH�VRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH� WR�XV� WRGD\��
+H�VRXJKW� WR� LOOXPLQDWH� WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK�WKRVH�ZKR�FRPSLOHG�DQG�GLV�
VHPLQDWHG�WKH�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ�KDG�PROGHG�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�PHPRU\�RI�,VODP�

5XELQ۟V�UVW�ERRN� IRFXVHG�RQ� WKH� OLIH�RI�0XԆDPPDG�2� ,Q� LW��KH�H[DP�
LQHG�WKH�OLWHUDU\�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WUDGLWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�SURSKHW�0XԆDP�
PDG�DQG�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�YLHZV�WKDW�WKH\�UHHFWHG��5XELQ�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�
0XԆDPPDG۟V�ELRJUDSK\�ZDV� ODUJHO\� FRQVWUXFWHG� IURP� WKH� IROORZLQJ� WZR�
VRXUFHV���L��DQ�H[WUD�TXUʀÃQLF�VWUDWXP�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�WKH�QDPHV�RI�VSHFLF�J�
XUHV��SODFHV��DQG�EDग़OHV��ZKLFK�SURYLGHG�D�VWUXFWXUDO�IUDPHZRUN�RI�HYHQWV�
IRU�WKH�VWRU\�RI�0XԆDPPDG۟V�OLIH��DQG��LL��D�TXUʀÃQLF�VWUDWXP��WKDW�LV��YHUVHV�
IURP�WKH�०UʀÃQ�WKDW�ZHUH�LQFRUSRUDWHG�E\�WKH�FRPSLOHUV�RI�0XԆDPPDG۟V�
ELRJUDSK\� LQWR� WKH� H[WUD�TXUʀÃQLF� IUDPHZRUN� LQ� RUGHU� WR� DQFKRU� REVFXUH�
TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJHV�LQ�D�FRQFUHWH�VHULHV�RI�HYHQWV��

5XELQ۟V�VHFRQG�ERRN�H[DPLQHG�WKH�SRUWUD\DO�RI�WKH�&KLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�DQG�
WKH�,VODPLF�VHOI�LPDJH�3�,Q�WKLV�ERRN��5XELQ�FRPSDUHV�0XVOLP�GHSLFWLRQV�RI�
WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�DV�VKDSHG�E\�ELEOLFDO�DQG�TXUʀÃQLF�PRGHOV��GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�DP�
ELYDOHQW�Dग़LWXGH�RI�HDUO\�0XVOLP�WUDGLWLRQV�WRZDUG�WKH�&KLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO��
2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�GLVFHUQ�D�SRVLWLYH�LPDJH�RI�WKH�&KLOGUHQ�RI�
,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�PHVVLDQLF�PRGHO�DGDSWHG�WR�WKH�,VODPLF�FRPPXQLW\��
RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�VRXUFHV�DOVR�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�IDFWLRQDOLVW�FKDUDFWHU�RI�
the Children of Israel by way of a negative model that the Islamic communi�
W\�PXVW�WDNH�FDUH�WR�HVFKHZ��5XELQ�QRWHV�WKDW�WKH�QHJDWLYH�WUDGLWLRQV�PDNH�
JUHDWHU�XVH�RI�TXUʀÃQLF�PRWLIV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHSODFH�ELEOLFDO�RQHV�

�7�7KH�(\H�RI�WKH�%HKROGHUی��KH�/LIH�RI�0XӒDPPDG�DV�9LHZHG�E\�WKH�(DUO\�0XVOLPV��A 
7H[WXDO�$QDO\VLV��3ULQFHWRQ��'DUZLQ�3UHVV��������
�7�HWZHHQ�%LEOH�DQG�4XUɳÃQ%ی��KH�&KLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�,VODPLF�6HOI�,PDJH��3ULQFH�
WRQ��'DUZLQ�3UHVV��������
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7ZR�\HDUV�DJR��LQ�������5XELQ�SXEOLVKHG�WZR�ERRNV�LQ�+HEUHZ�ZLWK�WKH�
+HEUHZ�8QLYHUVLW\۟V�0DJQHV�3UHVV��१H�UVW�ERRN�LV�D�EULHI�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�
WKH�०UʀÃQ�4�१H�VHFRQG�ERRN�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�KRO\�VWDWXV�RI�0HFFD�DQG�-HUX�
VDOHP�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�DQG�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ�5 It discusses central aspects 
RI�-HUXVDOHP۟V�VDQFWLW\�DQG�WKH�XFWXDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VDQFWLW\�RI�-HUXVD�
OHP�DQG�WKDW�RI�0HFFD�DQG�WKH�.DʁEDK��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�5XELQ��DQ�D[LV�RI�KROL�
ness connecting Mecca and Jerusalem had been an accepted fact well before 
WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�,VODP�RQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�VWDJH��$Q�(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�
WKH�ERRN�LV�IRUWKFRPLQJ��LQ�WKH�QDO�\HDU�RI�KLV�OLIH��5XELQ�LQYHVWHG�FRQVLG�
HUDEOH�Hਫ਼RUWV�LQ�WUDQVODWLQJ�WKH�ERRN�LQWR�(QJOLVK�DQG�SUHSDULQJ�LW�IRU�SULQW��

१H�DUWLFOHV�WKDW�5XELQ�ZURWH�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�KLV�ULFK�DQG�GLYHUVH�UH�
VHDUFK�FDUHHU�FRYHU�D�EURDG�UDQJH�RI�WRSLFV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�LPDJH�DQG�OLIH�RI�
WKH�SURSKHW�0XԆDPPDG�6�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�,VODPLF�SUD\HU��WKH�0HFFDQ�SLOJULP�
DJH�ULWHV��$EUDKDPLF�UHOLJLRQ� LQ�SUH�,VODPLF�$UDELD�DQG� LWV�FRQQHFWLRQ� WR�
WKH�.DʁEDK�ULWXDOV�LQ�0HFFD��WKH�.DʁEDK�DV�D�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�SUD\HU��WKH�VDQFWLW\�
RI�-HUXVDOHP�LQ�,VODP��UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�0XVOLPV�DQG�QRQ�0XVOLPV��ELEOL�
FDO�PRGHOV�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ��SURSKHWV�DQG�SURSKHF\��JRYHUQPHQWDO�
DXWKRULW\� LQ� ,VODP��DQG�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�QXPHURXV�TXUʀÃQLF�YHUVHV�7 Rubin 
DOVR�HGLWHG�DQ�DQWKRORJ\�RI�DUWLFOHV�H[DPLQLQJ�YDULRXV�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�OLIH�RI�
0XԆDPPDG�DQG�ZDV�WKH�FRHGLWRU�RI�D�YROXPH�RQ�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�GKLPPíV� 8

5XELQ۟V�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ�ZDV�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�E\�UHVHDUFKHUV��VWX�
GHQWV��DQG�VHHNHUV�RI�NQRZOHGJH� LQ� ,VUDHO�DQG�DOVR� LQ� WKH�$UDE�ZRUOG�� ,Q�
������ WKH� KHDG� RI� 7HO�$YLY�8QLYHUVLW\� 3UHVV� KDG� WXUQHG� WR� 5XELQ�ZLWK� D�
UHTXHVW�WR�WUDQVODWH�WKH�०UʀÃQ�IRU�UHDGHUV�RI�+HEUHZ��१H�UVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�
WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������$�GHFDGH�ODWHU��LQ�������D�QHZ��XS�
GDWHG�DQG�H[SDQGHG�HGLWLRQ�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG� १H�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZDV�SUDLVHG�IRU�
LWV�PHWLFXORXVQHVV��LWV�WKRURXJKQHVV��DQG�IRU�LWV�H[WHQVLYH�DQG�YDOXDEOH�DQ�
QRWDWLRQ��5XELQ�VRXJKW�WR�UHHFW�WKH�DFFHSWHG�WUDGLWLRQDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV��LQ�
IRRWQRWHV��KH�GHVFULEHG�YDULRXV�DGGLWLRQDO�PHDQLQJV�WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�UHHFWHG�

�7�7KH�4XUɳÃQی��KH�'LYLQH�9RLFH�6SHDNV� WR�0XӒDPPDG�WKH�0HVVHQJHU�>LQ�+HEUHZ@�
�-HUXVDOHP��0DJQHV�3UHVV��������b
�6�HWZHHQ�-HUXVDOHP�DQG�0HFFD%ی��DQFWLW\�DQG�6DOYDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�4XUɳÃQ�DQG�WKH�,VODPLF�
7UDGLWLRQ�>LQ�+HEUHZ@ �-HUXVDOHP��0DJQHV�3UHVV��������
�RU�D�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�5XELQ۟V�DUWLFOHV�RQ�0XԆDPPDG�DQG�SUH�,VODPLF�$UDELD�IURP�WKH(ی��
\HDUV�����ۙ������VHH�0XӒDPPDG�WKH�3URSKHW�DQG�$UDELDb�)DUQKDP��$VKJDWH��������
�5XELQ�ZURWH�PXOWLSOH�DUWLFOHV�RQ�HDFK�RI�WKH�WRSLFV�OLVWHG�DERYH��)RU�D�FRPSOHWHی��
OLVW�RI�3URI��8UL�5XELQ۟V�SXEOLFDWLRQV�DQG�ILOHV�RI�WKH�DUWLFOHV��VHH�KWWS���ZZZ�XULUX�
ELQ�FRP�SXEOLFDWLRQV�
�8ULی�� 5XELQ� DQG� 'DYLG� -�� :DVVHUVWHLQ� �HGV���b 'KLPPLV� DQG� 2WKHUV�� -HZV� DQG�
&KULVWLDQV�DQG�WKH�:RUOGbRI�&ODVVLFDO�,VODP =�,VUDHO�2ULHQWDO�6WXGLHVb����������
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in the body of the translation as well as parallels from Jewish and Christian 
VRXUFHV��१H�WUDQVODWLRQ�DOVR�FRQWDLQV�DSSHQGLFHV�DQG�D�GHWDLOHG�LQGH[��

Rubin provided a foundation for generations of students and research�
HUV�� PDNLQJ� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� DQG� HVVHQWLDO� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� ,VODPLF� VWXGLHV�
WKURXJK�KLV�ERRNV�DQG�DUWLFOHV��+LV�VWXGHQWVۚSDVW��SUHVHQW��DQG�IXWXUHۚDUH�
fortunate to have learned from the work of such a remarkable lecturer and 
PHQWRU��ZKRVH� EHQHYROHQFH� DQG� GHYRWLRQ� WRZDUG�KLV� VWXGHQWV�ZHUH� SUR�
IRXQG�DQG�OLPLWOHVV��


